We need to know more: nurse educators' interest and expertise in gerontology.
An assessment was made of 129 faculty who teach nursing students about the care of aged clients to determine their level of interest and expertise in 21 content areas related to gerontology. Faculty rated their expertise consistently lower than the relevance of, and their interest in, each of the content areas. Areas identified as most important for their professional growth tended to be areas where faculty ranked their expertise as already being high. The mean self-rated expertise of faculty who taught a course in gerontological nursing was significantly higher than those who did not. Most respondents lacked formal education in gerontology: 9% of respondents had gerontology in their undergraduate program; 27% in their graduate program. Only 4% were certified as gerontological nurses or gerontological nurse practitioners.